Chapter 5. General Biology and Anatomy, is the longest and consists of 88 pages. Mating behaviour and sperm transfer are described in detail. Indirect spermatophore transfer, considered as primitive, is in whip spiders by no means primitive: it involves intensive courtship and the production of highly com plex spermatophores. All aspects of reproductive biology, and especially the structure of the spermatophore and female genita lia, are described for each family.
In Chapter 6. Distribution and Ecology, the biogeographic regions of the world and their whip spiders are discussed. The majority of whip spiders inhabit tropical rain forests, many spe cies are found in caves, however, some specialised species are able to survive in arid regions. The distribution of the genera Phrynus and Paraphrynus in Florida and Arizona should be mentioned in a separate part "Nearctis", and not only in the part "Neotropis".
Chapters 7. Endangered Species, 8. Systematics, and 9. Whip Spiders in Captivity, contain important information. Chapter 10. Literature, Subject Index, and Index of Animal Taxa conclude the book.
The book is well illustrated with original line drawings by the author and numerous black-and-white photographs. The book is printed in a legible modern type. May be, the texts to tables and figures should be differentiated from the main text by printing them in a smaller font.
The whip spiders have primitive as well as derived morpho logical characters and habits, and it is this that makes the study of these animals so interesting; moreover, observation of their behaviour has greatly increased our knowledge and under standing of arachnids in general.
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